
 

 

 So I figure today is as good of day as any to have a good soteriological sermon and 

where I also explain why the resurrection is such a big deal.  And it is going to be just as 

awesome as it sounds or something like that.  Now, just in case you missed the Sunday 

School Class where we discussed soteriology, the definition of it is: the study of religious 

doctrines of salvation.  And the best way to have this discussion is in the words of Maria in 

the Sound of Music, to start at the very beginning.  Because I understand that it is a very 

good place to start.   

 So there were two people named Adam and Eve who lived in paradise and in the 

presence of God.  But one day they sinned and made a real dog’s breakfast out of creation.  

If you want the actual quote from Genesis describing what happened after Adam and Eve 

sinned it reads, “cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days 

of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of 

the field.  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for 

out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  I know that verse 

always cheers me up when I am feeling blue.  Now whether or not you believe this story 

literally happened, I frankly don’t care, but what we all must acknowledge is that there is 

something wrong with the world and that something has its origins in sin and sin is what 

separates us from God.  So however it came to be, alienation from God, has been a 

constant.  And no one in all of human history, no matter how hard they tried, no matter 

how many self-improvement books they purchased or yoga classes they attended has been 

able to completely stop themselves or anyone else from sinning.  Yes some people are 

worse sinners than others like Joseph Stalin, Vlad the Impaler or Barry Manilow (I mean if 

Copacabana isn’t evidence of a world gone wrong I don’t know what is).  But all of us sin 



 

 

and all of us continue sinning.  Or in the words of Eucharistic Prayer C, “[God] brought 

forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. [He] made us the 

rulers of creation. But we turned against [Him], and betrayed [His] trust; and we turned 

against one another.”  That is the problem.   

Over the years God tried to fix the problem through things like the flood, the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the Law and the Prophets but humanity always loved sinning more 

than it loved God.  So this is where we are at least where we are until Easter happened.  

Humanity is separated from God and is unable through its own will to do anything about 

the problem.  And so to fix this God sends his Son.  But that in and of itself does not solve 

the problem, even though in popular culture Christmas is the big Christian holiday.  It 

would not be until today, on Easter when we would fully see what it was that God was 

doing.  Yes, Jesus certainly showed us how to live in his time on earth, but that would not 

be enough, because not to sound too cynical, we would screw that up too.  We would not 

be able to simply imitate Jesus at all times and in all places and make everything better – 

no something else would have to happen in order for things to be made right.  And that 

something else is where we are going to dip our tow a bit into soteriology.   

 The question that gets raised on Easter is if through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ we have been made right with God, how did that actually happen?  What was 

the mechanism that fixed things?  If we are sinners and there is nothing in us that can save 

us what did Jesus do that saved us?  Well there are lots of theories, but I am sort of partial 

to Anselm of Canterbury.  And since I assume you don’t want to hear all of the theories 

today I will just give you his.  Before I go on I should warn you that reading Anselm can 

be a bit of rough sledding and make you pine for reading more lively pieces of literature 



 

 

like Engineering textbooks.  For example, he says things like, “Hence, if that, than which 

nothing greater can be conceived, can be conceived not to exist, it is not that, than which 

nothing greater can be conceived ... There is, then, so truly a being than which nothing 

greater can be conceived to exist, that it cannot even be conceived not to exist.”  But we 

will try and not quote Anselm too much.  So his basic argument begins with the 

acknowledgment that we are fallen and because of our sinful nature we cannot fix 

ourselves.  And because of this inability to fix things God instead sends his son to fix 

things.  Now the way that Jesus is able to fix the things that we are unable to fix is because 

our sin has created an enormous debt to God, debt that we are unable to pay.  The only one 

then who has the resources to pay this debt is the God-man (i.e. Jesus) who has both the 

ability to pay as God and the obligation to as a human.  Therefore Jesus death and 

resurrection was able to pay the debt that sin created.  Now some people may hate this 

theory and it is okay if you do.  The thing that we must remember is that no matter our 

theory of Christ’s death and resurrection, the important thing is that it worked.  That is it 

somehow made those who beleive right with God.   

 I am currently reading Dante’s Paradiso.  For those of you not familiar with this 

work it is the third part of The Divine Comedy, which start in New Jersey (or Hades if you 

prefer) moves on to Purgatory and ends in Heaven or Paradiso.  One of the common 

laments of Dante in this last book is the limits of humanity to properly describe and 

understand the things of God.  In the opening he says, “I have been in the Heaven of His 

most light, and what I saw, those who descend from there lack both the knowledge and 

power to write.”  And while I do enjoy speculating about how things work I think we 

might want to take something from Dante today.  Certainly we can have our theories and 



 

 

explanations but on some level they are going to be inadequate because we are describing 

the functioning of the creator and sustainer of the universe.  And so while we can say what 

happened we might not as easily be able to say how it happened but that is not really a 

problem.  And the reason it is not really a problem is because it reminds us to be a little 

humble; to not believe that we have everything figured out and to take this humility as a 

way to be grateful.   

Easter morning pushes up against two very sacred things in our secular society.  

The first is the belief that there is nothing wrong with us and the second is that we know 

everything.  If Christ came to save us it means that we needed to be saved, that there is 

something wrong with us that we cannot fix.  But secondly we tend to think that we 

modern type people understand a lot of things and that if we cannot understand them there 

must be something wrong with the thing we cannot understand, not with us.  But Easter 

tells us a much different story.  Easter tells the story of the creator and sustainer of the 

universe loving us so much that he willingly suffered so that we could be in communion 

with him.  He took the punishment for sin to bridge the divide that sin had created.  We 

may not know exactly how it all worked but we do know that it did work.  Christ the Lord 

is risen today and through that he has trampled down death and all other things that 

separate us from the love of God so that we may be his both now and forevermore.    


