
8. The Epistles, Revelation and whatever else is in the 
New Testament 
 
If you want some New Testament statistics, and who doesn’t, here they are.  There are 
138,020 words in the New Testament.  64,766 of those words are in the Gospels or 
approximately 47%.  If you add in Luke Part II otherwise knows as The Acts of the Apostles 
you have a total of 83,217 words or 60% of the New Testament.  The other 40% is made up 

of letters and the Revelation of John.  Most of the letters are written by St. Paul – a total of 13 books and 
32,407 words or almost 25% of the New Testament.  The remaining 16% or so is made up of the Book of 
Hebrews, letters attributed to James, Peter, John and Jude and the Revelation of John.  What follows is the 
briefest of overviews of these things found in the New Testament.   
 
The book that comes right after The Acts of the Apostles is the Letter to the Romans written by St. Paul, 
which is the 2nd longest book in this “everything else” section of the New Testament (The Revelation of John is 
1st).  It was written probably in 57 A.D. while Paul was on his third missionary journey and was staying in 
Corinth.  The book is written to believers in Rome and the theme of the Epistle is found largely in verses 1:16-
17 where he writes, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the power of God for salvation to every one who 
has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for 
faith; as it is written, ‘He who through faith is righteous shall live.’”  As you can imagine it was very influential 
on Martin Luther and his whole Sola Fide thing, that is justification by faith alone.  It is probably the greatest 
theological work in the New Testament.   
 
If Romans is more theological in nature we could say that 1st Corinthians is more practical.  It has largely to 
do with the problems that the Corinthian Christians are having and it is more than just a dispute over when 
the services should be.  There are problems with incest, offerings to idols and immorality in general.  This 
letter was written by Paul around the same time as Romans from Ephesus and is almost as long.   
 
1st Corinthians is followed by 2nd Corinthians, which makes sense.  It was written probably not long after 1st 
Corinthians and deals a lot with Paul explaining why he does what he does.  He talks about the hardships that 
he has endured and why he is considered to be an Apostle.   
 
After this we come to Galatians, which is a bit difficult because we are not sure who Paul meant by 
Galatians.  Galatia was a Roman political province.  So some argue that he is addressing all of the churches 
located in this region while others believe he is just talking to the cities he visited on his first missionary 
journey.  Whatever the case the book hits on ideas of Paul’s apostleship and the bondage of the law but also 
contains the very famous bit about the fruit of the spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control). 
 
Ephesians is one of the books that some argue was not written by Paul because of the style of the writing and 
the vocabulary used.  I will lead that for others to hash out.  The main themes of this book have to do with 
unity in Christ and the new life found in him.  It also contains the currently controversial bit about wives 
submitting to their husbands.  If it was written by Paul it was done so while he was in prison. 
 
Philippians was also written in prison (although there is an argument that it was not which seems odd 
because Paul talks about his imprisonment) and interestingly is full of joy and encouragement.  He exhorts his 
audience to be humble and show forth themselves as lights to the world.   
 
Colossians is also written from prison and is addressed to Christians in Colossae (southwestern Turkey).   It 
contains a fair amount of Christology (a church word which means who Jesus is and what he does).  Paul also 
explains a bit about who we are in Christ and how we should behave. 
 
The last of Paul’s letters to general audiences are 1st and 2nd Thessalonians.  They were written during his 
second missionary journey and are among the earliest Christian writings.  It is to the Church in Thessalonica 



(which is sort of straight north of Athens).  The books deal with some history about the founding of the 
Church, instructions on living a holy life and thanksgiving for and encouragement to the congregation.   
    
The next two letters are written from Paul to Timothy, even though some say they were not written by Paul, 
in which case I guess they may not have been written to Timothy either.  But let’s say that they are from Paul 
and that the letters are sort of from a mentor.  He gives advice on his ministry covering such topics as false 
doctrine, how to do worship, what to do about money and the power of the Gospel.  If they were written by 
Paul they were probably written in the 60’s A.D.   
 
The last two personal letters from Paul are to Titus and Philemon.  They were probably written sometime 
between 60 and 63 A.D.  Titus is somewhat administrative in nature dealing with the church structure and the 
doctrine that it teaches.  Philemon is very personal and praises Philemon as well as has a discussion about 
slavery and common humanity.      
 
Hebrews is odd because it does not really have an assigned author although many thought that it was Paul 
(which may be as good of guess as any).  The book is essentially an argument for what we have in Christ and 
why it is better than what came before.  And it is not just better but it is perfect.  We hear how Jesus is superior 
to angels, to Moses and the Prophets.  We also learn about how the new covenant found in Jesus is superior to 
the old covenant.   It ends with an exhortation to love saying, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 
 
James is a letter written by James, but the question is which one.  Generally it has been attributed to Jesus’ 
brother and is believed to have been written very early, around 12 to 17 years after the Resurrection.  It 
mainly concerns faith and contains the famous line that, “So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.” 
 
Next we have two letters attributed to Peter.  Some dispute these but mainly for snooty reasons, i.e. a 
fisherman could not speak so eloquently.  They were probably written near the end of his life in the mid 60’s.  
The first letter talks a lot about salvation, submission and suffering, while the second talks about Christian 
character and Christ’s return.   
 
We have three letters from John and one from Jude to wrap up the letters.  The authors are most likely the 
apostles John and Jude (the half brother of Jesus, Matthew 13:55).  They cover topics like fellowship, following 
God’s commandments and the duties of believers.  They were probably written in the latter part of the 1st 
century.      
 
The last book of the New Testament is probably also the most abused, The Revelation of John.  It is 
believed to have been written by the Apostle John near the end of his life in the latter part of the first century.  
It’s overall theme is the victory of God, but a lot of it is kind of weird, with things like the four horsemen of the 
apocalypse the seven seals of judgment.  In more modern times a lot of energy has been poured into figuring 
out the exact time and location of the things found therein and whether believers will disappear in an instant 
leaving piles of clothes behind (see Cameron, Kirk).  I will save you some time on that and just let you know 
that in the end God wins.   
 
Questions. 
 
1.  Do you think Paul had any idea that people would be reading him almost 2,000 years later? 
2.  Many of the letters involve corrections to the believers.  Why do we never learn? 
3.  The authorship of some of the letters is disputed.  Do you think such discussions are worthwhile or are they 
more like debates on sports radio about the greatest center fielder of all time? 
4.  Does it surprise you how close to the life of Jesus that most of these books were written? 
5.  Why do you think the Revelation of John gets so abused?  Why do we have such a desire to predict the 
future? 


