
7. Acts of the Apostles (or what did everyone do after 
the Resurrection) 
 
The best source for what happened in the years following the Resurrection comes from 
the Acts of the Apostles, although information can be gleaned from other sources.  This 
book was written by Luke (of Gospel of Luke fame) and can kind of be seen as Luke Part II 
(Return of the Luke).  It covers roughly the thirty years after the Resurrection of Jesus 

ending with Paul’s arrest in Rome (62 A.D.).  As you might imagine this is a very critical time in the rise of 
Christianity because it is the time when Christianity moved from being a very localized and small affair to 
reaching across the Roman Empire.  In today’s lesson we will explore what happened using The Book of 
Acts and few other sources.  You will notice that Acts focuses mainly on Peter and Paul so we will have to 
look elsewhere to learn about the fate of the rest of the Apostles.   
 
The Ascension of Jesus happens right at the beginning of Acts where we read, “When [Jesus] had said this, 
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, ‘Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’”  After this not much happened. There 
was a little housekeeping wherein they replaced Judas with Mathias for obvious reasons, but it appears that 
they just kind of sat around.  But then, “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability.”  This event which is known as Pentecost is sometimes called the birthday of the 
Church because it is when the disciples started going out into the world and telling what had happened in 
the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  Incidentally the name Pentecost comes from Greek and 
means fiftieth, as in the fiftieth day after the Passover. Initially after Pentecost the narrative in Acts centers 
on Peter.  We have things like Peter preaching in the street, healing a lame man, preaching some more, 
going to jail, preaching there and so on.  We also hear a bit about the early church community and how it 
dabbles a bit in communism (without the gulags and mass starvations) by sharing everything in common.  
The rest of the disciples were also doing stuff but Luke does not bother much with the details simply stating, 
“Now many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the apostles” - we just don’t 
know what signs, what wonders and what apostles.  We are also introduced to the order of deacons and a 
deacon by the name of Philip (not to be confused with the Apostle Philip) converts an Ethiopian Eunuch 
and another deacon, Stephen, is martyred at the behest of a guy named Saul (who would become St. Paul).  
 
Saul was a Pharisee who took Judaism very seriously.  So seriously that he wanted to crush this Jesus 
movement.  The story is fairly well known.  Saul was on the road to Damascus when a bright light blinds 
him and he hears the voice of Jesus saying, “Saul, Saul why do you persecute me?”  After his conversion 
Sula (now Paul) becomes probably the biggest force in early Christianity.  He is describes as, “the first pure 
Christian: the first fully to comprehend Jesus’s system of theology, to grasp the magnitude of changes it 
embodied, and the completeness of the break with Judaic law.” 1 And while Luke manages to sneak in a few 
stories about Peter healing, preaching and raising someone from the dead, the rest of the book is really a 
missionary travelogue of Paul and some of his companions.  In all there are three missionary journeys.  The 
first has Paul traveling with Barnabas (A Cypriot Jewish convert) and traveling to Antioch, Cyprus, Iconium 
and Lystra.  After this, “Some time about the middle of the first century AD, and very likely in the year 49, 
Paul of Tarsus travelled south from Antioch to Jerusalem and there met the surviving followers of Jesus of 
Nazareth, who had been crucified abut sixteen years before.  The Apostolic Conference or Council of 
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Jerusalem, is the first political act in the history of Christianity.”2  From this point Paul would set out on his 
second missionary Journey which began somewhat awkwardly with a dispute over bringing John Mark 
along and then even more awkwardly with him circumcising Timothy.  But after that they travelled to 
Derbe, Lystra, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth and finally returning to Antioch.  This is 
naturally followed by the third and final missionary journey wherein he visits more places not in Microsoft 
spellcheck like, Galatia, Phrygia, Ephesus, Macedonia, Troas, Miletus, Tyre and Caesarea.  Paul returns to 
Jerusalem and begins preaching there, but because of his theology the locals take offense at him and have 
him arrested.  When it is found out that Paul is a Roman citizen things take a different turn.  No one is 
really sure what to do and finally Paul says, “I am appealing to the emperor’s tribunal; this is where I should 
be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you very well know.  Now if I am in the wrong and have 
committed something for which I deserve to die, I am not trying to escape death; but if there is nothing to 
their charges against me, no one can turn me over to them. I appeal to the emperor.”  He ultimately ends 
up in Rome in a sort of loose house arrest.  The book of Acts ends by saying, “He lived there two whole 
years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and 
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.” 
  
So the question is what happened to everyone?  As stated some of this is legend but what follows is a brief 
summary of what is believed to have happened to some of the Apostles:   
Paul:  It is generally believed that he was martyred in Rome probably in 64 AD.  Some like Tertullian say 
that he was beheaded whereas John Chrysostom states that Nero personally had him killed.  In 2006 
Vatican Archeologists confirmed the presence of a marble sarcophagus beneath the altar at Basilica of St 
Paul outside the Walls in Rome that they believe contain the remain of St. Paul.  
Peter:  The Roman Catholic Church has a lot of interest in putting Peter’s last days and martyrdom in 
Rome for very obvious reasons.  The Bible is silent on this and some of the writing purporting as such come 
much later.  The best evidence probably comes from Clement of Rome who writes, “Peter, who by reason 
of wicked jealousy, not only once or twice but frequently endured suffering and thus, bearing his witness, 
went to the glorious place which he merited…To these men [Peter and Paul] who lived such holy lives 
there was joined a great multitude of the elect who by reason of rivalry were victims of many outrages and 
tortures and who became outstanding examples among us.”  He is believed to have been martyred 
somewhere in the Roman metroplex and buried on Vatican Hill in Rome. 
John:  Tradition states he was the youngest of the disciples (that is why he is usually painted as not having a 
beard not because he is secretly Mary Magdalene) and is the only who did not suffer martyrdom.  He is 
supposed to have died in Ephesus near the end of the first century.      
Thomas:  Of Doubting Thomas fame.  It is believed that he traveled outside of the Roman Empire and 
eventually ended up in India.  The strongest evidence for this seems to be the existence of a group in Kerala 
(south west India) who call themselves Saint Thomas Christians. 
James (The Greater):  Is believed to have been the first of the Apostles to be martyred.  His remains 
were transferred to Santiago de Compostela in Galicia.  This is the destination of the pilgrimage (The Way 
of St. James) which is still popular today.   
 
Questions 
1.  How important do you think it is to know exactly what the Apostles did? 
2.  Why do you think the Apostles did not really do much until after Pentecost? 
3.  Why do you think God chose Saul?  What do you think accounted for his change of heart? 
4.  In some of Paul’s letters he thanks God that he was taken to Rome so that he could preach the Gospel in 
the heart of the empire.  Would most of us consider the circumstances in which Paul found himself to be a 
blessing?   
5.  How important are the earthly remains of saints? 
6.  If Peter really died in Rome does that have any larger significance?   
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