
1. In the Beginning  
 
The question of where did Christianity start is really not that easy to 
answer, because doing so would require agreement on what one 
means by start.  You could say it began in Bethlehem of Judea with 

the birth of Jesus, or with the Resurrection, or the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost or perhaps 
with the first Council of Jerusalem.  More conspiracy minded types might argue that it only really 
happened when Constantine put his finger on the scales at the Council of Nicaea.  There is an 
answer that goes back much further than that to at least the “In the Beginning” part of Genesis or at 
least to the part where God says, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  The moment God created 
humanity the possibility of this humanity being able to interact with God also came into being.  You 
could say that it was at this moment at least the possibility for Christianity occurred because if the 
idea of the Christian faith is to allow us to interact with God then the first moment of this capability 
could be the beginning.  However, I would argue that it is probably better to put the moment a little 
later on in the Book of Genesis.  The moment when “The woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate.”  This is the moment 
when sin entered the world and as a result is also the moment where the need for a savior also came 
into existence.  Had humanity never sinned then there would not have been the need for something 
to be done about that sin.  We call Christ our savior and what he saved us from was the alienation 
from God that occurred in the Garden of Eden. 
 
Now comes the question that logically follows all of this, at least for those of us raised in the age of 
scientific discovery.  If we believe that the moment sin entered the world is also the moment where it 
became necessary for Jesus to come into the world do we have to believe that it happened exactly as it 
is stated in the Book of Genesis?  That is do we have to believe that there was really and Adam who 
was created on the sixth day and that Eve was formed from one of Adam’s ribs?  The answer to that 
is it depends on whom you ask.  Many churches of more recent vintage insist on a literal six-day 
creation while other more ancient parts of Christendom have quite honestly never had a settled 
answer to this question.  Early Church Fathers like Ambrose of Milan took this more literal 
interpretation saying more or less that scripture defined a day as twenty four hours and therefore we 
should assume that seven days means seven days.1 In other words it played out in the way the words 
say it played out.  On the other side of this literal argument you have those like Irenaeus of Lyon who 
cross referenced scripture using ‘a day of the Lord is a thousand years,’ to essentially argue that days 
was not meant to be interpreted the same way that we would interpret days.2  This certainly takes 
more math and posits creation as taking longer.  And there were other opinions that fell within the 
parameters of these two positions. I think the best way to wrap up this discussion is with Augustine 
who argues that scripture needs to be read for what it is, not for what it is not stating in concern to 
scripture that “The Spirit of God who was speaking through them did not wish to teach people about 
such things which would contribute nothing to their salvation.”3  In other words the Bible is there for 
salvation, and is to be read to instruct us about salvation not the nature of creation.  Incidentally 
salvation is also the gift that we receive in Christ.  And so to sum things up it might be best to simply 
say this.  At some point mankind came upon this earth and at some point sin also came upon this 
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earth.  The conflation of these two things alienated humanity from God.  In order for this alienation 
to be breached God had to do something and that something was Jesus of Nazareth.   
 
So far we have established the fact that we sinned and became estranged from God but like they tell 
us on the infomercials there’s more.  For you see, Jesus came as the Messiah in the context of Judaism 
– his parents were Jewish, he was presented in the Temple and all of the people waiting for a Messiah 
were Jewish.  So it would be remiss to talk about the origins of Christianity without understanding 
how the Jewish people saw and understood the need for reconciliation with God and how they 
attempted to bridge this divide.  What follows is by no means exhaustive and would probably make a 
Torah scholar sad, but it is a very brief overview of the Jewish solution to the problem created by 
Adam and Eve.   
 
In the Book of Genesis there are at least three attempts made by God to return this communion 
between creation and creator.  In Genesis 5:5-8 we read this, “The Lord saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth…So the Lord said, ‘I will blot out man whom I have created from the 
face of the ground’… But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”  We all know how the story 
goes from here.  Noah built an ark loaded up his family and two of every kind of animal on the earth 
and sailed around the flooded earth while everyone else drowned.  The idea being that if the bad 
people were gone a new humanity would not be so terrible, but this did not last long by chapter 11 
they are building the Tower of Babel and we are back pretty much where we started.  So God again 
tries to start over, only without wiping everyone off the face of the earth.  In Chapter 12 of Genesis 
God finds a man named Abram (he will later have his name changed to Abraham and says to him,  
 

Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you.  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you I will 
curse; and by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves.  

 
This is known as the Abrahamic Covenant where God sets apart a group of people with the idea of 
them being the group out of which this restoration would occur.  And this set apart group who are 
descended from Abraham would go on to become enslaved in Egypt and famously flee under Moses 
through the Red Sea.  It is after they have escaped and are wandering in the desert that God reveals 
another part of his plan to refashioning a people for himself.  On Mount Sinai God gives the 
descendants of Abraham the Ten Commandments (which would later be added to), which establish 
the Law as a way for humanity to interact with God.  The idea being that if the Law is followed then 
humanity can be restored to God, but this, of course, also fails so we wind up back where we started 
from with a fallen humanity unable through their own power to restore themselves to God.  And it is 
in this context that Jesus comes.  A group of people that know they need something outside of 
themselves to fully be restored to God.   
 
Questions 
1.  Outside of reading the Bible, are there other ways to see sin and the brokenness, which it 
introduced to our world? 
2.  What are your thoughts on the literalness of the creation story in Genesis? 
3.  Do you think that humanity is capable of dealing with sin without any outside help? 
4.  The divide between Christianity and Judaism has to do with the Christian belief that Jesus is the 
Messiah and the Jewish belief that he is not.  Why do you think this difference happened? 
5.  Part of the lesson of Noah is getting rid of “bad people” does not ensure the end of bad behavior. 
Do you think that there are really good people and bad people?   


